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Building Stronger Programs: Relationships Are the Key!

Learning Objectives:

v Identify benefits of responsive relationships for children, adults and programs

v" Describe the 3 components of relationship-based care
v" Develop a plan to enhance the web of relationships among teachers, children and families

The Web of Relationships

(Raikes & Edwards, p. 5)
In Early Care and Education

Relationship: Relationship:

Relationship:

The Importance of Responsive Relationships

ADULT-CHILD RELATIONSHIPS - BENEFITS TO CHILDREN

What Brain Research Tells Us:

“The most important thing children need to thrive is to live in an environment of relationships that begins in their family but also
extends out to include adults that are not family members in their child care centers and other programs.”

(http://developingchild.harvard.edu/resources/multimedia/videos/theory_of_change)
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BUILDING STRONGER PROGRAMS: RELATIONSHIPS ARE THE KEY!

What Child Development Research Tells Us - Children with close teacher-child relationships in preschool have:

o Better social-emotional development:

o Good interactions o Lower symptoms of and
o Later positive relationships with teachers and peers depression
o Higher level skills o Lower levels of aggression

o Better frustration tolerance

o Better cognitive and language development and later school achievement:

o Improved attention skills o School readiness
o Higher scores o Young children’s in school
o Advanced language and literacy skills o Higher levels of competence in elementary school

(The Importance of Teacher-Child Relationships in Head Start, 2008)

ADULT-CHILD RELATIONSHIPS - BENEFITS TO ADULTS

“Teachers who had high-quality relationships with their students had 31 percent fewer discipline problems, rule violations, and related problems over
a year's time than did teachers who did not have high-quality relationships with their students.” (Marzano, & Marzano, p. 6)

BENEFITS OF ADULT-ADULT RELATIONSHIOPS

Parent-Teacher Teacher-Teacher Parent-Parent Relationships | Teacher-Director
Relationships Relationships Relationships
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BUILDING STRONGER PROGRAMS: RELATIONSHIPS ARE THE KEY!

Strategies for Prioritizing Relationships

Use Connecting Activities

Low ratios & small group sizes

Primary caregiving

Continuity of care

Smooth transitions

Schedules that prioritize relationships

Building a caring community
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